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went back to Ireland. McNab furiously resented
this, and such was the tumult in the Bath Society
that Wesley set off for that place towards the end of
November. Charles was at his elbow, egging
him on to be firm, to deal strongly with these
upstarts, to show none of that deplorable weakness
and tendency to hedge that he had observed in
him lately. The truth was that Charles in his old
age was becoming panic-stricken ; his behaviour
indicated not strength but ossification, whereas
Wesley himself was strong enough to be able to
yield when it suited his purposes ; he did not dote
upon consistency. On this occasion, however, he
fulfilled all his brother's expectations. He took
the highest possible line and read the rebels a
paper which declared his absolute right to rule
without question, to exact obedience to the last
movement of a man's little finger. That was " the
fundamental rule of Methodism," he stated, and
we do not wonder that Toplady dubbed him
" Pope John." The preachers had indeed one
inalienable right, yes ; that to leave the society if
they wished. He made his meaning plain enough.
Further, it appeared, from a letter he wrote soon
after this, that he found it necessary to correct a
little error into which some of his society had
fallen in their view of the Conferences. These
were not at all the parliamentary institutions
many had seemed to suppose. They were merely
meetings to which he called a few preachers
together, to advise him, by no means to control